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§ 92. reaction in italy.—A revolution in Naples was far
more dangerous to Austria than one in Spain or Portugal, for
the spirit of revolt would inevitably spread into the Papal
Domains and thence into the Austrian provinces of Lornbardy
and Venetia. Metternich had found high-sounding excuses
for non-intervention in the one case, and he soon found equally
exalted reasons for intervention in the other. He proposed
another Congress, to be held at troppau, in Silesia (October
1820). France was still paralysed by party struggles, and Britain
was as determined as ever to keep out of such affairs (§ 88);
so these two Powers took no official part in the proceedings.
Metternich had little difficulty in persuading Alexander and
Frederick William to join in a Protocol setting forth the principle
that it was the duty of the Powers to act together in suppressing
revolutionary movements wherever they might occur. They
went on to invite Ferdinand to come and concert with them the
means for carrying out the principle in Naples. The Nea-
politans at first refused to let their king leave the country, but
upon his tearfully emphatic renewal of his oath to the Con-
stitution they at length relented. No sooner was he safely
across the frontier than he sent a letter to each of the Powers
explaining that he had no intention of keeping his oath. At
laibach (January 1821) it was decided that an Austrian force
should be sent to crush the movement, and a few months later
King Ferdinand was engaged in the congenial task of taking
vengeance on his " liberal " subjects.
At one moment it seemed as if the Austrian army in Naples
might be cut off by a rising in Piedmont, Opposition to the
Hapsburgs was a tradition in the House of Savoy, and King
Victor Emmanuel I was annoyed to see the Austrians making
themselves the dominant Power in Italy. He therefore
allowed himself to be put forward by his nobles as constitutional
King of all Italy ; but he quickly repented of his rashness, and
abdicated from his own throne, leaving his supporters in the
lurch. His successor was his brother Charles Albert, an
uncompromising absolutist who called in the Austrian army,

